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SUPREME COURT OF THE UNITED STATES
u =D STATES V."WINDSOR, EXECUTOR OF THE ESTATE OF SPYER, ET AL.,570 U.S. 744 (2013)

EXCERPTS OF BRIEF OF -AMICI CURIAE BISHOPS OF THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH IN' THE STATES OF CALIFORNIA,
CCNNECTICUT, IOWA, MAINE, MARYLAND, MASSACHUSETTS, NEW HAMPSHIRE, NEW YORK, VERMONT, AND
WASHINGTON AND THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA; THE JEWISH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY OF AMERICA;
MANHATTAN CONFE NCE OF THE METROPOLITAN NEW YORK SYNOD OF THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN
CHURCH IN-AMERIC THE RABBINICAL ASSEMBLY: THE RECONSTRUCTIONIST RARRIN] L ASSOCIATION;
RECONSTRUCTIONIST RABBINICAL COLLEGE; RABBI AKIVA HERZFELD OF SHAAREY TPHILOH; THE UNION FOR
REFORM JUDAISM; UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST-ASSOCIATION; UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST; THE UNITER
SYNAGOGUE OF CONSERVATIVE JUDAISM; AFFIRMATION; COVENANT NETWORK OF PRESBYTERIANS; FRIENDS
FOR LESBIAN, GAY, BISEXUAL, TRANSGENDER, AND QUEER CONCERNS; METHODIST FEDERATION FOR SOCIAL

TION: MORE LIGHT PRESBYTERIANS; PRESBYTERIAN WEI COME; RECON NG MINISTRIES NET WORK;
RECONCILINGWORKS: LUTHERANS FOR FULL PARTICIPATION; AND RELIGIOUS INSTITUTE, INC..ON THE MERITS
AND IN SURPP T OF AFFIRMANCE IN FAVOR OF RESPONDENT EDITH SCHLAIN' WINDSOR, B. 2§, 20138

“Amici curiae (‘Amici’)-represent a broad range of religious groups, organizations, and ieaders' who support equal treatmant for
same-sex couples affecting state-regulated civil marriage. While Amici come from faiths that have approached issues witf: ‘spect to
lesbian and gay people and their familiesin different ways over the years, they are united in the belief that, in our vasti, diverse and

igi initj \N,hould not be permitted to influence who the ¢ permits
i i~ ﬂted by thrl federal government.
Such rights must.be deterinined - . ( ction under the law....

Over a century and a half-ago; Alexis de To : sflected on the
Anierica and i culiar power’ in the cultural iy g United States, €
at the heart of religious freedom: ‘Ir SIiC: 3 Sil ) 3 & of rel|g|ous life
ned entirely distinct from the:politice he : an uz haking the
foundations of ancient beliefs.’ i t rt. By historical and legal tradlt'on
R

Amearican plu to re a - An 1 ; that p m nﬂd submit that the judgme
below qhou dbe afflrm=d as cons

The American religious.panorama embraces a m R, ~%% berspectives on lesbian and gay people and same-sex
relationships. A vast range of religious perspectives aff : ity of lesbian and gay. people, their relationships, and their
families. This mation reflects the deenly rooted 0} many faiths, in the essential worth of.alt individuals ang,
more particularly, the i spect rded within lheolo | tradmuns to same-Sex couples
Thite eoome the H

Thus, some fait

Faiths embracing same-sex couples — both theologically and with respect to the distinct issue of equality under civil law =
participate in the mainstream of American religious observance. They include‘Mainline Protestant denominations such asithe
ist and the Episcopal Church; the Unitarian Universalist Church; portions ofthe Religious Saciety of Friends
Irucnomot and Conservatw movemems M1Il|ons of religious individua from other faiths

A R
aioC Cmor

n amici supporting reversal have argued that civil recognition for the marriages of same-sex.couples would alter a longstandmg
‘Christian’ definition of marriage."But this and other religiously based ar ents for limiting civil-recognition. of marriage to
onally be given weight by this.Court. Crediting arguments would improperly.both enshrine.a
partrular rehgluus belief in the law — iteelf prohibited under the Establishment Clause —and implicitly privilege religious viewpoints
t oppose marriage equality over those that-favor it.
For these and other reasons, civil recognition of same-sex relationships, including through marriage,
is fundamentally consistent with the religious pluralism woven into the fabric of American law, culture, and sogiety
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