
The Kiss  

 

 
The kiss has been a recurring theme in art throughout history, symbolizing a range of emotions 

from romantic love and passion to betrayal and loyalty. Artists across various cultures and 
periods have explored the kiss as a powerful gesture that conveys deep human connections. In 

ancient art, kisses were depicted as expressions of reverence or submission, as seen in 
religious iconography where believers kissed the hands or feet of deities. During the 

Renaissance, the kiss became a motif in exploring human intimacy and divine love, famously 
portrayed in works like Rodin's sculpture "The Kiss," which captures the intensity of romantic 
love. In modern art, the kiss continues to serve as a potent symbol, as seen in Gustav Klimt's 
"The Kiss," where it represents not only physical affection but also the transcendence of love. 

The universality of the kiss allows it to be continuously reinterpreted, making it an enduring and 
versatile theme in the history of art. In addition to Harry Benson’s iconic "Berlin Kiss",1996, 

let’s explore several other significant art moments that capture the intimate embrace of a kiss. 

 



 
Harry Benson, Berlin Kiss, 1996 

Benson's photography is often characterized by its spontaneity and ability to capture the 
essence of a moment, often conveying deep emotional or political significance. In Harry 
Benson’s “Berlin Kiss,” a couple’s passionate embrace becomes a symbol of unity and 

celebration on the anniversary of the Berlin Wall’s fall. Taken in the early hours of the morning 
in a bar, the image exudes intimacy and spontaneity, with the couple’s entwined arms 

conveying a sense of deep connection and affection. Despite the anonymity of the couple’s 
faces, Benson’s composition captures the raw emotion and intensity of the moment. The 

anniversary of the Berlin Wall’s fall serves as a backdrop for their embrace, imbuing the image 
with layers of historical significance and cultural resonance. As Benson’s lens documents this 
fleeting moment of love and solidarity, it also reflects on the larger themes of freedom, unity, 
and the enduring human desire for connection. “Berlin Kiss” encapsulates the spirit of hope 

and renewal that characterized the aftermath of the wall’s collapse, reminding us of the 
transformative power of love in overcoming barriers—both physical and metaphorical. 

 



  
Gustav Klimt, “The Kiss” (1907-1908) 

In his golden period, Gustav Klimt painted one of the most famous love scenes in the history of 
art. Set against a backdrop of eroticism, this kiss brings together a woman and a man who 

seem to be abandoning themselves to each other. “The Kiss” (1907-1908) is a quintessential 
masterpiece of the Art Nouveau movement, celebrated for its beauty and profound emotional 

depth. The painting portrays a couple enveloped in an elaborate embrace, their bodies 
adorned with intricate patterns of gold leaf that create a mesmerizing, shimmering effect. The 
kiss, tender and intimate, is depicted with a sense of divine reverence, elevating a personal 
moment to a universal symbol of love and unity. Klimt’s use of gold and symbolic patterns 
reflects the influence of Byzantine art, imbuing the work with a timeless, almost ethereal 

quality. “The Kiss” captures the essence of romantic intimacy while simultaneously exploring 
themes of sensuality, spirituality, and the merging of human connection, making it an enduring 

icon of Klimt’s artistic vision and a profound reflection on the nature of love. 

 



 
Alfred Eisenstaedt, “V-J Day in Times Square” (1945) 

Alfred Eisenstaedt “V-J Day in Times Square” (1945), also known as “The Sailor Kissing the 
Nurse”, is a truly iconic photograph that captures a moment of exuberant celebration at the 
end of World War II. Taken on August 14, 1945, in Times Square, New York City, the image 

depicts a U.S. Navy sailor, Glenn McDuffly, passionately kissing a nurse, Edith Shain, amidst 
the jubilation of Victory Over Japan Day. The spontaneous embrace between the sailor and the 

nurse became a symbol of relief and joy as the world celebrated the end of a long and 
devastating conflict. Eisenstaedt’s photograph, with its candid composition and emotional 

intensity, captures the euphoria and collective sense of triumph that characterized the moment. 
The image has since become emblematic of the end of World War II and has been widely 

reproduced, representing not only the personal jubilation of those who lived through the war 
but also the broader historical significance of peace and victory. 



  
Roy Lichtenstein - “Kiss V” (1964) 

Tears, a kiss, an embrace. Roy Lichtenstein’s “Kiss V” (1964), is a striking example of the 
artist’s iconic Pop Art style, characterized by its use of comic strip aesthetics and bold, graphic 

imagery. The painting depicts a dramatic, close-up kiss between a couple, rendered in 
Lichtenstein’s signature technique of Ben-Day dots and vibrant primary colors. This method 

mimics the printing process used in comic books, transforming a moment of romantic intimacy 
into a larger commentary on mass media and popular culture. The stylized, exaggerated 
expressions of the characters and the flat, graphic composition highlight Lichtenstein’s 

exploration of the boundaries between high art and commercial art. “Kiss V” not only captures 
a moment of emotional intensity but also reflects Lichtenstein’s fascination with the visual 
language of advertising and comic art, making it a quintessential piece in his oeuvre and a 

significant contribution to the Pop Art movement. 

 
 



  
Robert Doisneau, Kiss by Hotel de Ville, Paris, 1950 

Robert Doisneau's “Kiss by the Hôtel de Ville” (1950), is an iconic image of post-war Paris, 
capturing a moment of spontaneous romance and joie de vivre. The photograph features a 
young couple sharing a passionate kiss in front of the Hôtel de Ville, the City Hall of Paris, 

against a backdrop of busy city life. Doisneau’s composition elegantly frames the couple in a 
fleeting, intimate moment, juxtaposed against the bustling urban environment. The contrast 

between their personal embrace and the surrounding public space highlights the intensity and 
sincerity of their affection amid the ordinary. This iconic image, often celebrated for its 

charming depiction of love and everyday life, embodies the spirit of 1950s Paris and remains a 
timeless symbol of romance and human connection. Doisneau captured unassuming images of 

street life around Paris, as well as working on prestigious advertising and photojournalism 
campaigns. “The marvels of daily life are so exciting; no movie director can arrange the 
unexpected that you find in the street,” he once said. Doisneau’s skillful use of candid 

photography captures the spontaneity and authenticity of the moment, making “Kiss by the 
Hôtel de Ville” a beloved representation of love in the city of light. 



  
Magritte - “The Lovers” (1928) 

René Magritte’s painting “The Lovers” (1928), is a striking example of the Belgian surrealist’s 
ability to evoke mystery and provoke thought through seemingly simple imagery. The painting 
depicts a couple in an intimate embrace, with their faces completely obscured by white cloths. 

This obstruction creates a sense of distance and alienation, challenging the viewer’s 
expectations of intimacy and connection in a romantic scene. The lovers’ inability to see or 

truly touch one another suggests themes of unattainable desire, the impossibility of truly 
knowing another person, and the barriers that exist even in close relationships. The stark 
contrast between the sensual act of kissing and the cold, impersonal barrier of the cloth 

reflects Magritte’s fascination with the tension between appearance and reality. The painting 
invites viewers to ponder the nature of love, identity, and the hidden aspects of human 

relationships, making it one of Magritte’s most enigmatic and haunting works. 

 



 

Auguste Rodin - “The Kiss” (1882) 

Auguste Rodin’s sculpture “The Kiss” (1882) is a masterful representation of romantic intimacy 
and physical connection. Carved from marble, this iconic work captures the tender, passionate 
embrace between two lovers, whose bodies intertwine in an expressive manner. The sculpture, 
inspired by Dante’s Divine Comedy, depicts the characters Paolo and Francesca, whose tragic 

love story is symbolized through their intense, yet heartbreaking, kiss. Rodin’s meticulous 
attention to detail and skillful rendering of the figures’ anatomy and drapery highlight the 
emotional depth and vulnerability of the moment. “The Kiss” is celebrated not only for its 
technical excellence but also for its profound exploration of love and desire, making it a 

timeless piece that continues to resonate with audiences for its emotional intensity and artistic 
brilliance. 

 

As we have seen in these iconic images depicting a loving embrace, “The Kiss” throughout 
history holds profound significance for humanity, serving as universal symbols of love, 

connection, and emotional expression. Throughout history, these gestures have transcended 
cultural and temporal boundaries, embodying the core of human intimacy and relational bonds. 

In art, they are portrayed in countless ways, from the tender and intimate to the grand and 
symbolic, reflecting both personal and collective experiences of affection and unity. By 

capturing these moments, artists not only celebrate the beauty and complexity of human 
relationships but also invite viewers to explore their own emotional landscapes. The recurring 

theme of the kiss and an embrace in art underscores its timeless relevance and power, 
reminding us of the enduring human need for closeness and the profound impact of shared 

moments of connection. 


